
 

Health care services in Rankin County are about to become 

even more accessible and available to citizens of the county. 

 

The Rankin County Board of Supervisors is pleased to an-

nounce that the county has been awarded a grant of 

$496,979.00 by the Mississippi Development Authority Com-

munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) program to build a 

new health department building in the county. With this new 

facility, Rankin County families will have more health care 

programs and services. 

 

The awarded CDBG funds will be used 

in addition to $496,980.00 for renova-

tions of the former Pearl School District 

Field House which will serve as the new 

Rankin County Health Department. This 

7,260 square-foot facility will allow 

more space for services, private inter-

viewing rooms, laboratory space, and 

storage facilities for supplies and equip-

ment.  The new Rankin County Health 

Department facility, scheduled to open at 

the end of 2010, will be able to accom-

modate a large numbers of patients, espe-

cially during flu season and back-to-school vaccinations. 

 

ñRankin County has demonstrated local commitment in ad-

dressing the community development needs in Mississippi,ò 

said Governor Haley Barbour, ñI commend the Rankin  

County Board of Supervisors for this initiative and for help-

ing to improve the quality of life in the community.ò   

 

ñWe are thankful to receive this very competitive grant,ò said 

Clovis Reed, Rankin County Administrator. ñWe have really 

outgrown the space available in the current Health Depart-

ment Building.  It was apparent that a larger and more mod-

ern facility was desperately needed.ò   

 

ñI am especially grateful for the new Rankin 

County Health Department as it will better meet the 

communityôs ever growing population,ò said Jay 

Bishop, District Five Supervisor. ñI would like to 

encourage the public to take charge of their health 

and visit the Rankin County Health Department 

once it is open.ò 

 

The new Rankin County Health Department will be 

in close proximity to city services such as the Pearl 

Public Library and the Pearl WIC Center which 

allows citizens to make one trip for various ser-

vices. The Health Department will provide a vari-

ety of programs to inform and protect the public, 

ranging from immunization to preventive health programs.  

For more information about programs and services offered 

by the Rankin County Health Department, please visit 

www.healthyms.com.  
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3G BROADBAND HIGH - SPEED DATA EXPANSION IN RANKIN 
COUNTY  
The Rankin County Board of Supervisors has worked with Cellular South to provide enhanced services for public safety voice and 

data communication to meet the needs of law enforcement. 

 

As a bonus to this partnership, Cellular South is providing improved 3G broadband high-speed wireless mobile services throughout 

the County for the first time. The partnership not only meets the needs of law enforcement to use modern techniques and superior 

technology for public safety, but also allows Rankin County residents to experience 

faster uploads and downloads. This provides better access for citizens of the county to 

new mobile high-speed data services including mobile video telephony, high-quality 

music and other multimedia applications.   

 

ñIt is always a priority to improve public safety in the county,ò said Greg Wilcox, 

Board President and District Three Supervisor. ñThe 3G broadband high-speed data 

services throughout the county will further enhance the quality of life and add to the 

many advantages that continue to attract new residents to Rankin County.ò   

  

ñThe enhanced 3G broadband high-speed data service is a great asset to law enforce-

ment communications which will help provide the best public safety possible through-

out the county,ò said Ronnie Pennington, Rankin County Sheriff.  

UPDATE ON MAJOR RANKIN COUNTY ROAD IMPROVEMENTS  
The Rankin County Board of Supervisors ensures roads are safe and meet the needs of the county residents.  The list below 

provides a brief update of some of the road projects throughout the county: 

Baker Lane I:  Under Construction Henderson Road:  Process of buying Rights-of-Way 

Baker Lane II:  Preliminary Design is Complete Old Highway 471:  Process of buying Rights-of-Way 

Erlich Road (Hwy 469-Hwy 49):  Construction Awarded 10/21/09 Andrew Chapel Road:  Working on Preliminary Design 

Erlich Road Extension (Hwy 469-Williams Rd:  Project in Design STP Projects (Fours Roads):  Working on State-Aid Approval 

Old Pearson Road:  Project in Design Monterey Road:  Process of buying necessary Rights-of-Way 

Gunter Road:  Process of buying necessary Rights-of-Way State Aid Overlaying Projects (Ten Roads):  Construction to begin 

immediately 

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act Projects (ARRA):  Open 

Bids on 12/22/09 
 

 

The Rankin County Road Department maintains approximately 2,000 miles and more than 

200 bridges in the County.  This Department is continuously working to improve roads 

throughout the entire county.  To report a road problem, call the Board of Supervisors Office 

at (601) 825-1475.  

 

NEW VIDEO SHOWCASES RANKIN COUNTY TO THE WORLD  
They say a picture is worth a thousand wordséwell, a video is worth even more 

especially to businesses looking to move their companies somewhere new. Thatôs 

why the Rankin County Board of Supervisors recently produced an 8-minute 

video titled ñAdvantage Rankin.ò This video showcases the countyôs history, the 

present-day and our future potential. The video also features information about 

business opportunities, infrastructure, education, recreation and other quality of 

life factors that make Rankin County such a great place to live and work. In addi-

tion to being posted on the www.RankinCounty.org website for the world to see, 

the video is also being actively used by Rankin First in their economic develop-

ment recruitment efforts. Take a few minutes to watch the video for yourself at 

www.RankinCounty.org, and take pride in the fact that Rankin County is pre-

senting its best aspects in the new video, ñAdvantage Rankin.ò 

http://www.rankincounty.org/
http://www.rankincounty.org/


 

RANKIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS RECEIVED FUNDS FOR  
CROSSGATES RIVER OAKS WALKING TRAIL  
The Rankin County Board of Supervisors received a grant of $47, 200.00 to renovate the Crossgates River Oaks Walking and Exer-

cise Trail.  The trail has been completed with a new ten feet wide asphalt overlay and many other amenities.  This grant was awarded 

to Rankin County from the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP).  
 

The trail is on county owned land located off of the Crossgates River Oaks Hospital parking 

lot and visible from Highway 80.  It is the only outdoor trail in the area that provides a conven-

ient and safe environment for walking and exercising open to local residents and hospital pa-

trons. 

 
The Rankin County Chamber of Commerce was glad to participated in this project. ñThrough 

the Leadership Rankin Program developed and carried out by the Chamber, we have been able 

to address many issues that affect Rankin County.ò said Gale Martin, Executive Director of the 

Rankin County Chamber, ñthis is just one example of people working together to accomplish a 

common goal.   

 

Now that the trail has been refurbished it will be enhanced with landscaping, outdoor exercise stations, relaxing benches and helpful 

health tips provided by the Leadership Rankin Class of 2008-2009.  Routine maintenance and monitoring will be provided by Cross-

gates River Oaks Hospital as the trail is part of the lease agreement with Rankin County.  ñIt is always important to enhance the qual-

ity of life for our community,ò said Walter Johnson, Supervisor, District Four, ñas walking can reduce the risk of many diseases.ò  

Research has shown that those who walked 30 minutes a day had a significantly lower risk of premature death than those who rarely 

exercised.   

 


